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who these men were and what they did, and a desire to honor them, I began to wonder if I 

could possibly account for all of the veterans of NCDU and UDT in World War II. The 

database was born. Still in process, the list of men presented in this book is complete as 

possible to date, including administration and training staff of the programs, adjunct 

groups including the Demolition Research Unit, and the Joint Army Navy Experimental 

Testing Board, as well as NCDU and UDT membership.      

 

Camp Peary, Virginia, where Seabees “languished” awaiting assignment elsewhere, has 

been confused with its homonym, Camp Perry, Maryland. Four bases were built adjacent 

to the Naval Operating Base, NorfolkP the Amphibious Training Base, Little Creek; 

Camp Bradford, where Seabees were trained until closure in 1943; Camp Shelton, the 

Armed Guard training facility; and the U.S. Naval Frontier Base, forwarding center for 

Amphibious Force personnel and equipment bound for Europe. Today, ATB, Little 

Creek, includes property where these facilities stood. Similarly, the Naval Training 

Center, Bainbridge, Maryland, adjacent to the Susquehanna River, was comprised of five 

facilitiesP Camp Barney, Camp James, Camp Perry, Camp Rogers, and Camp Semmes.               

 

Much to my disappointment, I have yet to find records that substantiate the statement of 

Lt. William Flynn Sr. that NCDU 9 and NCDU 10 participated in landings at Salerno and 

Anzio. Nor all of the circumstances surrounding the March 1945 deaths of Edmund 

Eckert and Louis Netz been discovered. Such tantalizing tidbits have taken the search for 

data far and wide. Fieldwork by researchers has enabled me to account for men who 

disappeared while on a mission in the Palau Islands, a mystery that stood unsolved for 

decades.                

 

Many of the men encouraged me to complement the list of names with an account of their 

operations. The search broadened with a commitment to a scholarly pursuit. The scope of 

this book is limited. It would require multiple volumes to cover every operation on 

record. This chronological narrative certainly is not representative of how everything 

unfolded. In reality nothing develops in a linear format. \et a sequential presentation 

however artificial, often assists in understanding the process. This is the case in the 

chapter, Coral Sand, and Sea Walls that crisscrosses the operational theatres.  

 
Rather than duplicate the work of other authors, not every operation in which demolition 

men were engaged is included. Excellent coverage of action in the Pacific including the 

Mariana Islands and Iwo Jima appears in many publications, including !"#$%&'#($)*$

+#,#($-./0. Lesser-known activities in the Okinawa Gunto, China and Korea are left to 

further discussion. For purposes of maintaining the focus on the demolition men 

themselves, and because space in print media is always at a premium, the last chapter is 

dedicated to the administrative staff, instructors, and the database of demolition 

personnel. Where previous publications have included a modest portfolio by way of 

illustrating the text, I wanted to broaden access to the archival photos that relatively few 

have seen, along with the images contributed by veterans and their family members.   

 

Memory has played a major role in the research. Like others before me, I have tapped 

into oral data. Sharing stories at reunion dinners or in the comfort of their homes, writing 
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letters) and co//0n#cat#n1 b3 telephone) 1enero0s and sel6-e66ac#n1 8eterans ad/#tted to 

ha8#n1 select#8e /e/or#es ran1#n1 6ro/ clear to clo0d3 to 6o113 or pa#n60ll3 nonse"#st-

ent9 :ecades a6ter the 6act) the3 shared recollect#ons ;#th the #ndo/#table sp#r#t that sa; 

the/ thro01h a b#tters;eet t#/e9 <bsent the sh#pboard 6resh;ater ke1s o6 ant#>0#t3 alon1 

;#th the ?#ster Ba1s o6 the ;ar) Asc0ttleb0ttB per8aded con8ersat#on pro8#d#n1 #nsp#ra-

t#on 6or the t#tle o6 th#s book9   
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Dpan#sh) LGechoslo8ak#an) D3r#an) and se8eral Mat#8e </er#can ton10es 6#ll o0t the l#st9  

Ke1rettabl3) there #s l#ttle data on the Mat#8e </er#cans) /en l#ke Ilenn L9 <da#r) 
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Wa/es I#l/ore) Xesle3 F0ller and Y//et ?o/a" and others co/pleted r#1oro0s tra#n#n1 

as /e/bers o6 Head>0arters Jlatoons9       
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Preceding amphibio1s landings d1ring 4orld 4ar 55, the men of the Nav;<s Combat 

Demolition Units were the Nav;<s secret warriors dispatched to clear the beaches of 

nat1ral and man-made obstacles in advance of the first assa1lt waves. The; called 

themselves DDemosE for demolitionaires and their mantra was Dbite the b1llet and do the 

work.E  

 

This book is an accolade to these men. 5t is a well-doc1mented historical stor; abo1t the 

origins of naval combat demolition. Most importantl;, it is a book that provides lasting 

honor to ver; brave and largel; 1nheralded men. 5t<s a stor; reflective of e"ceptional 

men, all vol1nteers, who made 1p some of the most daring and f1rtive naval commando 

organiHations established d1ring 44 55. The book is both fascinating and 1niI1e beca1se 

the a1thors made it their mission to create it as trib1te to well over fo1r tho1sand 

individ1als whose collective and individ1al e"ploits might otherwise have been lost to the 

historical record.  

The men of the Naval Combat Demolition and the Pacific Underwater Demolition Teams 

are the tr1e forefathers of toda;<s U.S. Nav; SKALs, and this is their stor;. D1ring 4455 

there was need for daring sailors to vol1nteer for DhaHardo1s, prolonged, distant d1t;,E 

which meant operating on or near the enem;<s shoreline to wage a war dangero1sl; close 

the enem;. This legac; contin1es with toda;<s SKALs. 

5n K1rope, at the beaches of Africa, 5tal; and France, NCDU personnel went ashore 

1nder intense g1nfire before all others. The; roamed the beach and s1rf Hone relativel; 

1narmed e"cept for their demolition packs to clear a safe path for others. At Normand;<s 

Omaha beach, the; s1ffered a significant cas1alt; rate in what remains the bloodiest 

single da; in what we now know toda; as Naval Special 4arfare. 

Thro1gho1t the Pacific, UDT men were dropped from inflatable r1bber boats and 

preformed dangero1s reconnaissance and demolition tasks in shallow water with little 

more than a pair of swimming tr1nks, a facemask, P-Bar knife, and a set of r1bber fins. 

4ith their skin camo1flaged with grease for operations at or near the shore, these Dmen 

with painted facesE operated in relative obsc1rit; thro1gho1t the war. Their stor; has 

been chronicled before, b1t not I1ite like it is in this wonderf1l acco1nting. 



 xxii

This book started out as a small pro3ect and labor of love by 9ue Ann ;unford to gather 

information for her aging father =one of the men of our greatest generation. The ?small@ 

pro3ect eventually consumed herA and, fortunately for all of us, and with the collaboration 

of her colleague, Dim EF;ell, blossomed in to the definitive accounting that you see 

before you.  

Gnknown to the public Hand usually the enemyI, the stealthy exploits of the JavyFs 

demolition men became known immediately upon warFs end, but many, if not most, of 

the men never talked much about what they did. Their brave actions happened so long 

ago that they are now largely unknown by the current generation and forgotten by many 

others. The authors have created a lasting record of these men and their contribution to 

their nation. And, equally important, she has accomplished a near impossible feat of 

compiling the largest and most definitive listing of men that served in the naval combat 

demolition community during WWII. It is a crowning achievement, and we must all be 

sincerely grateful that this book was written.  

 

 

Commander (SEAL) Thomas L. Hawkins, USN (Ret.) 

Director, History and Heritage 

Naval Special Warfare Foundation 

 

 




